
DEPARTMENTOF PLANNING
ANDRE M. GREENE, DIRECTOROF PLANNING

TELEPHONE(434) 246-1043

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, VIRGINIA
P.O. Box 1397 Sussex, Virginia 23884-0397

sussexcounty.govoffice.com

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members, Sussex County Board of Supervisors

FROM: Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning

DATE: November 3, 2009

RE: Tabled Item - Ordinance Amendment #2009-02

The Zoning Ordinance currently allows a sporting clays field and a pistol range by right (no
permit required by the local governing body) in the A-l, General Agricultural District. An
ordinance has been proposed to amend Section 16-22, Subsection 21 to require a conditional
use permit for the location of sporting clay fields and pistol ranges within Sussex County. The
requirement of a conditional use permit would allow proposed sites to be evaluated on a case-
by-case basis to assure that they are safe for the environment, the surrounding com.munity and
range patrons. The Zoning Ordinance as currently written permits a sporting clays field and a
pistol range to be located anywhere in Sussex County zoned A-1, General Agricultural without
the need for a permit and without any consideration of the proposed location for such uses.

If approved, existing sporting clays fields and pistol ranges already located in Sussex County
would be "grand-fathered" from the provision requiring a conditional use permit. (Grand-
fathered means that the use(s) would be exempt from the new regulation due to their

existence prior to adoption of the amendment). Therefore, the ordinance amendment would
only affect new facilities locating in the County after the date of adoption of the ordinance
amendment.

Surrounding localities such as Prince George County, Surry County and Dinwiddie County
require a special exception from the governing body (equivalent to the Sussex's Conditional Use
Permit) for the location and operation of a sporting clays field and/or a pistol range.

"Good things are happening in Sussex County -Join Team Sussex."




